Thursday, October 21, 2004
2 Thessalonians 2:1 - 3:18

Many people assume that Revelation is the only New Testament book that speaks of what will happen as Jesus’ return approaches. We have already read Jesus’ teachings on the end times and now Paul is quite specific as to what things will then take place. While Revelation is quite symbolic in its language, Paul is pretty direct in his words to the Thessalonians.

Apparently at least one letter claimed to be authored by Paul had been presented to the church. In this writing the forger claimed that the day of the Lord had already come. Jesus was about to appear! We have seen such claims occasionally in our own time. One guru of sorts a couple of decades ago claimed that the messiah had been reborn. Though his identity was still unknown his birthplace and birth date happened to coincide with the guru’s own. 


Paul has already assured the congregation that Jesus will not steal into the world undercover, but that He will come with trumpets and angelic announcements from the sky. Now he broadens his teaching to tell us of the “man of lawlessness”, the “son of destruction” who will seat himself in the temple and claim to be God. This one appears to be the ultimate of the antichrists of history. It is hard for us to understand how our modern world could fall for someone’s claim to be God, but Paul believed that this will come. This one will even perform supernatural feats by the power of his guide, Satan. Paul adds that non-believers will be deceived by this antichrist because they have not received Christ as their Savior, but have chosen to pursue their path of rebellion. As frightening as this will be, Paul assures his readers that though Antichrist will have much power in the world, Jesus will come to end his power and slay him “by the breath of His mouth”.  Those who belong to Christ have no reason to fear. 

In verse 6 of chapter three Paul commands his flock by the authority of Christ to stay away from any believer who is “unruly”. Though these were still brothers and sisters in Christ, their actions could affect the whole congregation and they must be drawn into repentance and away from their error. It appears that the unruliness was the same as that alluded to in the first letter; unwillingness to work and an appetite for gossip and laziness—all purported by them to be justified because the Lord would shortly return. Paul makes it clear in verse 15, however, that the steps of reprimand are for the purpose of admonishment, not rejection, confirming the attitude cited in 1 Thess. 5:14-15.

In verse 13 Paul leaves us a thought to keep in mind throughout our busy days, “And as for you, brothers [and sisters], never tire of doing what is right.” (NIV)
